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IITT AII }'EN BY TtrESE PRESENTS:

That I,

covering my best recollect.l-ons of evenEg

historical sLgnLficance to the Civil ALr

have this day participared

Lfc-) Le>le-- E. Horp$,....---------.
and experiences vhlch rnay be of

Patrol.

I uuderstand that the tape(s) and the transcrl-bed manuscript iesulting

therefrom !'L1l be accessioned into the Civil Air Patrolts Historlal Eoldings.

In the best Lnterest of the Clvll Alr Patrol, I do hereby voluntarily gLve,

transfer, convey, and assign all rlght, title, and lnterest in the Eemoirs

and remembrances contained in the aforementioned. Eagnetic tapes anil nanuscript

to the Clvil Al.r Patrol, to have and to hold the same forever, hereby relin-

quishing for myseJ-f, ry executors, adml.nlstrators, heirs, and assigns all

ovnership, right , tltle, and interest thereio to the donee expressly on the

condition of strict observance of the follol'ing restrictions:

Accepted on behalf the Civil Air Patrol byof

-i/

Dated



trIVIL AIR PATROL ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS

CiviI Air Fatrol Oral History interviews were initiated in

early l?B? by Lt Col Lester E. Hopper! CAF! of the Civil Air

Fatrol's National Historical Comrnittee. The overall purpose of

these intervier,rs is to record for posterity the activities of

selected memberE of the Civi. l Air Patrol .

The principle goal of these histories is to increase the base

of knowledge relating to the early accornpl i Ehments o+ Civil Aj.r

Fatrol members who in their own uni que way contributed to the:

defense of our gFeat country- Certainly not of a eecondary

nature is the preservation cr+ the contributicns of individuals

aE Civil Air Fatrol continnes its growth.
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FOREUJORD

The ftrllowing is the trBnscript of an oral history interview

recorded on ,nagnetic tape. Since only tninor emendations have

been made, the reader shtruld consistently bear in mind that he

iE reading a transcript of the spoken rathEr than the written

word. Additionally. no attempt t6 conf ir.n the historical

accuracy of the staternents has been tnade. As a. result, the

transcript reflects the interviewee's perEonal recollectionB of

a gituation as he remembered it at the time o+ thE interview.

Editorial notes and additic:ns made by trAP historians are

encloged i.n brackets:- If {easiblen first nsfnes! ranks, or

titles are also provided. Any additions. deletions and changes

El-lbgequentl y nade to the transcri pt by the i ntervi eh,ee 
".-.e. _.:ot

i nrJi catecl. Researchers oay t.ri sh to I i stEn to the actu.rl

interview tape prior- to citing the transcript.
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SUHI"IARY OF CONTENTS

In this oral history interviEr^, l"lajor Hltgh R. sharp, Jr-, CAp.

recounts rnany o{ his experiences and feelings while serving as

the commander of trivit Air Fatrol Coastal Patrol Etase ? dllring

. the early stageg of World ldar II. Starting with his earty

exposure to avietion he continues to his association with

H61ger Hoiriig and the establishment of the base at Rehoboth,

Delaware. He provides rnuch valuable inf oranation on the

proclrrernent of materiel and personnel for this vitil part cf

_ thb war effort- He openly and with great detail recounts the
) succeesfr-rl restrue ", :.-"-, +*fro, c.AF pilotn Lieurtenant Cross.

This description includes. the presentation of the Air }4edal to
- himself and Lieutenant Edwards by Fresident Roogevelt.

The inf6r.nation he provides on operati.onal aspects st-rch as

covEFaqs pl.3ns and bornbings furnisheg rnnch needed dat,r c}n thEsE

subj Pct s.
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CAP ORAL HISTORY I NTERV I EW

NLrmber I.JNHC. 13. B3-?4
Taped Intervi ew w j. th: Ma-jor Hurgh R. Sharp, Jr. , CAP
Date of IntErvi er,J: October l7r 19BS
Locationl Wi lmington. Del aware
Conducted by: Lt- Col . Lester E. Hopper, CAP

H: Hugh, i{ I .nay call yor-r that. htlw aboLrt starting of{ with

jLtEt a little bit of yolrF pprsonal backgrolrnd and lead into

your interest in CAF and things of that nature.

S: lrJell. I"vE bren interested in aviation all my life" I

gLress- I rernerrrber Frhen I wa= a kid. an,/ motheF was taking rne up

ta the LrBLral slrmrner cqainp for children, and ure went by a cow

pastltre eand sas, a f el. IoeJ b;rrnstsrrning and selling {lights for a

cor-rple o{ dollars for a ctrLrplL. of n}inutes. I taltred her lnto

letting rne go Ltp with him. This rnust have been 1918 pr '1?.

right after trlorld trlar I. He toot{ rnE up toF a ricJe in an OX

Jennj.e and that bras rny first experience..

H: I thint': E!,erybctdy started in.an IJX Jenfiie e::cept me.

S: l'Jow ag +ar as learning to fly is concerned. I started

flying with a f€lloH named Ally Fr_rc t: dtrHn at Fellanca Field. if
you rerrrember hirri, Louisa. tNote: participating in the
intervieur hlas CBlon€,l LoLrisa S. I,lc]rse" CAF_ ta,hFrrE CoI . Msrse

cDmments, she is identif ied trv the le3tter ,,M". ) He was lat-_er

) ].illed is a test pilat at Fellanca- H€ wa= a great fellow who

-1-



Sharp

oHned an OX Waco, which charrned me. That was in 1928, if I

re.nember. I took lessons f rc:rn him surreptitiously,, in crder to

hide my deeds from my family. I got right up to the solt:

point. burt I didn't golo with Ally. I had to go back to

school r or sotnething interrurpted it. I started the fol I owi ng

sLlrnmer in'!9 snd I soloed in a l^larner Fleet with Richard

dr-rPont g i vi ng irle rny sol (]. Then Champ Tol I i. ver gav€l rne sBrne

tirfle in his Naca F. In eny event, by that time I sclloed and

got rny license and what not. I'ly +light ti,ne after that was

intermittent. I didn't have an airplane so I was lurst flying

when I had the chance. I.n col I ege Fi chard dutlont and I bor_rght

e pr-iinary glidEr and althalrgh he had rnore +lying experience

than I had we each taurght each other to { ly the gl i der. },ly

clairn to f arne isr hE held a r.rorld. g record at cne tinre for

soaring and I'd ssy: That's rny stLldent. {Laughter. ) I tar-rght

him to f ly-

H: Fretty qond clairn to fame.

5: Yes. that's my only claim t(] +ame- I starterj flying

seriously abor-rt 1936 and I boLlght a Fairchild 14. rro! I bol{ght

a Taylorcraft in Fartnershi.p r.rith my brother Fayard" and we had

it and r.re alscl trind of tlept that qriet f rom the f -iiit i !,1 lor
quitp a yrhile ti. ll they found olrt abor-rt it and Father flew into
a terrible panic. So r.re r.trote a sign on the side of the
airplane and named it ,'F.-eppy's; Fanic_,, {Lar_rghter. ) l,,le had it

I for a 'iear (]r e year and a half . then I gradr_rated into .-r,

*?-
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Fairclrild ?4 and rny "rich,' brother bollght a Stinson Felisnt
which he f ler.r for quite a grhile. My nert airplane was a

Staggerwing Beech, and then elong carne the war and I sold the
Beech to tne ruavy. They were taking them in whe.never they
cot-rld get them. Then came the CAP experience. l,ly first
knowl edge of the CAP was Ri chard cal I i ng rne Lrp one t i rne and

saying that he"d been tall<ing to Gill Robb trilscnr who had been

in l{ashington. and iney'a talked about tryj.ng to f orrn some sort
of ci'zilian bFanch flying to be helpful to thp nation and all
that, in the event of war. I thinll this was be+Ere pearl

Harbor. and I didn't reslly take it very seriously. the urhole

thinq- I don't thinlt anybody did. but as soon as F,Earl Harbor-

carle arc:lrnd. then the thi ng started to I ooll 1 i t:e somebsdy had

ta do somethi ng.

I'l : trAF Has started sEVEn days before Feerrl Har.bor.

S: Yes, butt the thint{ing }raI; there be.f c:re that. Right after
F€rarl Harbar, Ei l. l Robtr t{ilscn" I thinti!, cslLed Richsrd and got
hirn to go dtrr'Jn to tdsshington and tall( serir:L.rsl,T about CAp, and

Richard bJ-is ;{ll tied r_rp with All Ainer-i€en Aviation and didn,t
ha're the t i me to dt: i t.

H: Let's see- lhis r.ras Richilrd dr_rFant who dev,eloped the
glidFr picll-up procedure.

)
That's e::actly right_ So thry ssked Fi.char-d i f he coLrld

)
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get something started in Delalrare. HF said: "Yes, I think I

can- I've got 1Lrst the rnan to do it. and he's a former pilot

in my corrpany and he's grol.rnded on account o+ hiE rnedical

certi+icate- I think he hag the backqround and so f orth.',

That was Hol ger. 5o Hol ger Hoi ri i B was set r_rp wi I ly ni I I y as

the head of the CAP 
.in Delaware by Richard- Holger was quite

enthl-rsiastic about it. He was interegted and thor-rght it was a

good idea and so forth. Then there r"rs:; a meeting held, I can"t

Fernember Hhere, that I went tor at vifr i ctr we discltssed how we

r.rere going to get this thing started. I. at that time, was

interested br-rt I didn't see where I fit inttr this thing very

well. I joined the CAF. I hrent tcr somE o+ the treining
col-lrses. I urent to First Aid and ths varioLrs things that were

hel d ol.lt at dlrFont Fi et d.
)

I'l: Let me i nterrLlpt j Llst

I h*ve th€ recBrds of the

38 cr gorne ear 1 y nlrmber -

Delaware seri al nurlbers I

stat€r?

f 6r a mi. nLlte and ask yoLl a qt.lest i on .

serial nLrmbers. YoLr're in there Hith

I can't find Holger Hoiriis on the

i st st al I - llas he i n Eorfie othEr

5: No. he was r j.ght here_, ir"r t{ilmingtan.

Fl: bJell. ule can't find a

i nterest i nq .

gerial nLrrnber .f c]r hi m. That' s

)
l.lel I . he was the Wi ng Comrnander !

-4-
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' H: He probably forgot to j(3in.

S: Xe proOaUty di O.

ll: He wesn't on active pilot status at that tifie?

S: Nor he was not.

H: t{ell, that's probably why he.{orgot to join. Neither did
I. I waqn,t on active filot status and they wolrldn, t take
applicaticns.

) 
S: hlelt. we. had a lot of girls in that First Aid course. Mv

- wife, Ada E.r erent out and took the First Aid course for CAF

I'rn sure, Anyhow, willy nilly, we had Eeveral meetings out at
duPont FiEId and then came the time when Richard, or Holger, I
guessi told us there was some telk about +or.ning a Coastal
Fatrol down at possibly Rehobothi softeplace in Del aware. and

Holger appointed rnr as his OpeFations Officer, and I was given
the job o+ trying to find a place to purt guch a baser and what

would we do when wr qot there, and =o forth- Nobody had the
+aintest idea of what we weFe really slrFposed to do.

H: Well this was aIl pretty ,nuch quiet. confidential, secret
and all that good stuff, wesn,t i.t?

)

-5-
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S: |rlel. l. yesn sort (]f, br-rt I don't rernEmber being too quiet

about it- Yes, we were told not to say anything when we urent

down to Rehoboth the first time to look at it, and not to say

why we were coming, that's trLrp. Anyhowo Holger ancJ I f ler.l

down to Rehoboth and landed there on the airport and we Hent in

and loolred around and everybody hras very suspicioLls abcl.rt what

we wEr€! doingo bec.euse everything sras sort of grcrunded at that

time. and everybody r^ras very srlspicious of our flying around.

lrle ;r-rst llind of pretended that we h"1d some sort cf clEarance to

do itt and I think we really did! because yor-t weren. t supposed

to .f ly. I don' t remember al I the detai I s of that, bLrt we erent

down and we decided that Rehoboth Airport ulag a usable place. a

vi abl e pl stre.

H: t,lhat attracted yr]U to Rehclboth to begin wi th?

5: !,le L l, they told ns that this was to be a coastal petrol

irJea! that br€ were supposed to patrol and report anythinq that
wag gEing on sut off the, shore.

N: fher entrance to the Delawara River.

g: fhi;r Entrrnce to the Delaware Bay. and it was certainly an

ideal place to do it.

H: So yol.r f oLrnd the f aci I i ty adeqLrate,i

)

-6-
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S: lrJe found the facility adeqr-rate. It needed a lot of things.

We didn't know how long we were going to be there. We didn't

really l:now what He neededr exceFt that it ]'las an airport, it

b,a5inthepraperPlace!and5oforth.TheairportHa5owned

by the Carpenter family at the time. It was leased out ta some

operator there- Old Captain Wenyon {sp.?) was in charge o+ it.

He was kind of cool to r-rs., trlhen I got home I went to see Rul. y

Carpenterr rny unrl€r! and told hi,n we had something a{oot" and

that uJE wanted to r-tEe the ai rport, and he sai d i f yor-t have any

problems, let me hnowt and go ahead. 5o we never did have any

f Ltrther problem5 absut it. I thinll that Wenyon and the people

who ran the airport were sort of let in on the secret so that

they"d be cooperative, and they Here. We really had no f urrther

problems there. br-rt Holger and I decided that it was the place

to be and s(] forth. Then we set oLlt to find and try to

organi!e s group that uras willing to go.down there. Holger had

anothEr meeting at dlrFont Field! and i n./itatiEns l.rere sent to

various peopLe who had airpl:nes and were interested in flying.

that we thor-rght migtrt be interested ln hearing the story of

what r.re were going to do and =ee i{ thEy would csme in on the

idea- I can"t remernber how many people He gotr br-rt I thintl

there were 6 or 7 airplanes at the beginning" I think there

were 3 trr 4 FRirchild 24's and & ctrLrplE of st-inson Voyagenrs.

I think there were 6 or 7 in all.

sornepl ace-

That" s on the' record

)
I'l'. tlhat di d yolr have at that ti me?

)
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S: I hed the Staggerwing Beechn Hhich we decided was not

usiable for the project. It got left horne, but r+e borrowed a

Fairchild 24 +rom Avery Draper, who couldn't get down. He let

uq have it and Al Fleitas went down in his Fairchild 24, but he

didn't stay very long, and left it there. Oh, Chick duPont had

a 24 that he loaned us.

. M: lJhat was the story o+ acguiring the amphibian?

. S: Oh, that wasn't untiL quite some time later.

H: That was the one Lrsed in the rescue, wasn't it?

) 5: Yes! yes.

H: lrJell, when you {irst got down there it uras pretty much makE

do with what your had on the base. l.,Jhere did yor-r all liven for
example? How rnany went down inttially with y€rj? you said half
a doren? Ten? TFJenty?

5: Golly, I hrish I could put this together in rny mind for you.

H: No problem. No problem-

S: I rernember we tcjol{ si}: airplanes down the first day, left

) 
fron Bellanca Field, flew down in sort 6f pseudo-f ornat i Bn.

-a-
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Eernie Mullil:en flew dotJn with me as tny co-pi Lot or observer

whatever it t.,as cal led. f remetnber I thought these guys are

going to fly out over the water, they better get used to it

right now. So I jltst went right down the middle of the bay.

remernber Eernie turning to me and saying: YBu're not going to

fly right down the middle of the bay. are yor-r? (Laughter. )

6Bt them broke i n earl y, hr-rh?

9: Y€:s. tlell. I toak them right down the middle o+ the bay.

and we landed at Rehoboth with no FrtrbLErr, and about that time'

I had talked Ed Smith into coming down ag a mechani.c. He

brought down C]ne or two l";ids with hirn, to help hirnn I don't

remernber who, hle picl{ed np from ti'r1e to time peoplJ dLlring the

first msnth, so FJe h;td qr-rite a +ew people on the ground sta{f.

H: Hor'r abeut your radio pe(rple?

S: lle had cne girl from here! Jene. she later rnRrrieil Smedley

tiLrtl.=-:r. cne o+ arrr pilots. Jane. Jsne. lrJhat yras' her maiden

nane? iEnma Jsne Hodgson. ) She wag .r character. Err-ri she was

a radio aperator in the e;rly part. br_rt I dcn.t think that the
girls came dar.rn right auray- There was "r f e.llor,r that wag a

st-tFerintendent in the school system here" who uras a harn rad j.o

oPerator, and he Hent down and set Llp all tl-re radios. I sholrld

have hi s n arne -

)

)
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H: l,Iell, that fits the pattern, because most everybody went

out and {ound a good haro to set their radio comnunications up.

S: That's ri ght.

whole thing utr.

And he did a ,narvelol.rs job. He set the

M: It wagn't Dilks" was it?

S.' Yes, it was--trharlie Dilks. That's r"rho it wss. He did an

excell.ent ;ob. 5o eJe hadr then! the rnechanics and the radio
men and we had five or six airplanes.

Pl: Di d yor-r hav€ entrHgh peopl e f or crews?

Yes, we had a pilot and an observer for each crew-

At that state were ytrLr the base command,er?

No, Holger Hoiriis was the base cornrnander.

H: You were the Operations E+fiEer?

S: I was the Operations Of+icer.

H: So Holger Hoiriis Has both

comrnander.

the Wing Comm.rnder end the base

+t:

it;

i

)

-1il-
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S: Righf. That's right.

H: That's not unusual .

S: The wing got very little attention after thatn until we got

moving. I think we had the +irst patrol the following dayo if
' I recal l.

t"l: You had the first patrol before Atlantic City.

S: Yes,.we did.

H: That's a matter of record.

) g: We alnays resented that they were called Fase I and we were

Base ?.

H: That's a matter of record. I think yor-r did have it within

a day 6r two bf the establishrnent date.

S: YeE.

H: Do yor-r recal L ht:w yolr picked r_rp the orders f or thst patrol?

Did they just tell you to go +ly an al-Ea or pick up a cEnvcry

and +ollow itr or --?

I S: That's €ll very ha:y to me now. But I think we had a,

1

-11-
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general outl ine .of r.ehat yle wer€t supposed to do. lrJe were

' suppos€ld to establish patrols from one end of our arcra to the

other and out at sea. I don't think thEy put a limit on it.

M: The regulation said ?O tniles first and then it was changed

to lOQ ,niles.

S: Yes! I think that'g right- Yes, you're right.

H: Twenty niles wasn't far enough.

S: Fut the first patrol , we r.rent out and we went up across the

bay to CaFE May. tr.le rlent out to Fi ve Fathonr Fank Li ght , and we

went doy*n peralleling the ccast from Five Fathom Eank to

Fenwick Island light br-roy, the br-roy off Fenwick Islandr' which

Has the southern end of our area at that tine- Later the

southern rnd was extended tcr hlinter Suarter Shoal ! where we rnet

the Farksley gror-rp.

H: You f ler.r that first patrol?

5: Yes, I did.

. H: And who else was t,ith yol-rr do you recall?

S: Bernie I'lulliken was in it and I can't remembEr who the

I other airplane wast but it was another Faj.rchi ld A4. I have a
,
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feeling it was Al Fleitag and so.nebody.

Cannon- hloLrld it have been llarvey Cannon?

Ne, I don"t thinl{ so, A1 ctrLtld prebably tell yor-r.

Again, that's really not an important issue.

5: gr-ri we flew out t{:} Five Fathom Banh and down to FEnHick

I5tand light buoyr and then in ttr the shore and then carne bacl*

a little bit o++ the ctrast and came r-rp to Rehoboth and then

that was the end o{ the patrol We didn't see anything.

H: t-et me asl:: yol-r i n a I i ttl e' more detai I what yolr saw dllri ng

that particular period of tinre. Si.nce yoLr sai.d yoLr didn't see

anytlring. obvio{-rsly yclu didn" t spot any sllbrnerines or anything

of th:rh. natur€. Ent were the,re any ships that had been sunk or

debris along the coast? l,lhat- were shipping problems up here

then?

S: YeE. as I Femember" we dicl retrort thinqs that we ::sw in the

r.JatEr. I cEn't reme,mber the detai I s of what i t ylas. bt-rt f ro,n

time f-o tirne we gar.r 1i.f e pr-eservc--rs- hle san pieces o+ f lotse,rr

and j€,tEarn that obviol]sly urere E++ o+ shipg. UJe saw al I tiinds

of things like that which w€: always reported. Oil sliclis Fre

reported- Any bc:ats in the area bJe reported. no rrratter that

) 
they werre.

)
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H: During that +irst fliqht' it was pretty rDLich an uneventf!{l

flisht?

s: As i rernember so.

H: Yor-r didn't spot "n, Ottar..,lar thing?

S: trle were al I too busy bei ng n€lrvous to see very much.

H: I ran acros5 an expressit]n that the Texas pe(,ple carriEd a

. bottie of engine srnoothner. (Laughter. ) You know it's a well

known +act, r.rith us pilots, the rninute you get oLrt over weter

your engine runs rough.

5: N(] dBl-rbt ebout it. No question abourt it.

H: St: they had their bottle of srnoothner in the airplanb.

trkay, {ine. YoLl obviously survived yt:ur first ffiqht and

things then startect to build up on the base. TelI us a littlE

aboLrt that.

S: Yes- lrle built r-rp in personnel arrd airplanes! and we built

up in facilities, and we built up in alI Eorts of things.

Eef ore tre w€rre { i ni shed we h.ad a res}-al-rrant, we had a rness

hal I ! or r,.rhateveF ycrll want to cal I i t - We had mlrch better

I radio +acilities. UJe had a full time sort of tower operation,J

)

t
!
!'i
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so that grEl greFe in commLrnicatitrn without any problerns most of
the tirne! continuously.

M: Did you live on the airport?

S: No, nobody lived on the airport. t{e alt ilveO in town in
boarding houses and what not, In a nlrrnber of instances,
{ellows got togEther and rented a house. BLrt it was all__, all
the living was done of f the base,

H: NoN how about your reception? you had a ljttle problem in
the beginning and yoLr strai Ehtened it or-rt Hith Captain Wenyon!
who ran the base. How well nere yoll recEivFd in thr cornmunity

\ once yoll gtrt ytrLrr basE establ ished anil going.?
)

S: Nell. I thintl the cornrnunity thor_rght we were a blrnch of
+ellcrns tFying to play lil;e we HerE on a secret misgion. It
Has. pretty EbvioL{s ft wasn't very secret. becauge they colrld
see aL rnost Fverythi ng r.re di d. I thi nk they Etrrt c'f pooh_pocJhEd

us =c)tnE- FLlt I thi nt{ over the rnonths that they qcrt t(r I i ke r-rs.

Some o+ the kiils brere Fretty ramhunctioLrs and got into some
scrapes and trolrbles, which we had to srn'Bth sver- with the town
attthorities f rorn tirne to tirne. But I don. t think i.t was

anything more than just fl-ln. There was neveF any kind o{
destrutction Gr any (rf thRt kincl of thing dobrn there. And it
h,as a good bunch (]{ ql-rys by and l arger down there. l,Je never had
any re;l troLlble, They were qlrite ccoperativE! really.
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H: Give rne a rough idea, if you lrill, what a day's activity.

was, after you got the base up and running. You flew dawn

patrols and night patrols. How nany a day?

S: W€l1! it was constent patrolling. We had somebody over the

area all the time, from sun-up to gun-down, or dayliqht to

dark-

M: You +lew in some pretty hairy weather sometimes! didn't
you?

S: Well, yes, it was pretty dreary. Farticularly in the

winter months, You had a lot of bad weathrr. But the fellowsI- got pretty handy at flyinq under bad weather. Of course, the

airplanes were awful slow, so it was a lot easier to fly under

the k,eather in those days than it w6uld be now. ThEy got quite

skillful in handling it and llnowing where they r,{eFe, and

getting bacl: horne withor-rt problems- We didn't have any

direction finders to {ind ho.ne againt and you had to find it on

your c}wn.

H: Needle. ball, airspeed and coJnpa=;s;.

S: That's right. exactly. Everytrody always got back. We had

one seaplane land up in the bay. lrJe started a seaplane

I operation because I'just felt that airplanes on +loats weren't
,
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very good at sean but they would be better than not having

floats, I thourght. At least they were supPcrsed to {loatr and

so we tried ttr get airplanes on floats and at one titne we had

four or five of those'

H: Excuse the interruptionr but at sorne tirne I bel leve you all

establ i shed a sltb-base. IE that what you estebli shed?

. s: A what?

H: A sub-base, a separate base +or your float planes.

S: That's right, +or the Beaplanes.

) H:. And r+here wag that, sir?

S: That was np at the head of Fehoboth Bay- Fig hor-rsing

devel cprnent there now.

H: Was there an e>listinq seaplane b6se there at that time or

somethi nq?

S: No. No, noth i ng.

H: Oh, yor-r j Llst r,rrnt up there and--

I S: AlI i.t was! r^las a place where we could pull the.n up on thet

-t7 -
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beach -

H: Good beach, and that was it.

S: That was al l.

H: At what point did you replace Holger Hoiriis? HBh, long was

he commander? Do you recal 1?

5: No, I don't. But it wasn't really very long. I imagine it

was sornetirnr during the middle of the first surnmer.

M: It was only a f ee, rnonths that he was corfimanderr t-eally-

) S: And then he died while we were down there. A lot of LrB

went up to the funeral . He was a great fellowr br-rt he wasn't a

very gtrod organi:FF. Not that I was either, but he left an
- aw+Lll lot of the work trf organizing, which is probably the sign

of a good co,nrntsnder. to the r€st trf us.

H: Wel I, dr-rring that f irst period. then, y(rt-t lrEre Operetions
Officer and you did a combinati.Bn of ftying and schedlrling and

a little bit o+ Everything.

S: Yes, I guess Eo.

) 
H: But yor-t relieved, at whatever date!, *nd He can find that

;
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f rorn a reEords standpoint, you relieved Holqer Hoiriis and

) becarne the CO 6f Rehoboth. Now bacl{ to yot-rr Eeaplane base

est ab I i shnrnen t . YoLr j|-rst eJent c'ut and found sorne prople who

had float pianes and seaplanes-

S: That's right. Abbey .Ulol+e Fras on€l of thE people who really
got that going for us. He was a devoted seapl.ane rnan, and he

carne down and brol-tght a +ellow named Tom Sanschagrin with him,

r",lho was a French Canadi an by .bi rth. I thi nlr he eras actual I.y

born in l"laineo burt he was of French Canadian stoch. They carne

down with a Feirchild 14 on floats. And then they convinced e

number o{ other seap I ane peop I e whom they }:new to corne dor.rn and

do it. And I think we h.-rd f our er f ive Fairchi. lds on +loats.

But before that I had gotten the Sihorshy. I decided that
sornethi.ng h.ed to be done in case somebody went in the water_

At I east ne olrght to have some uJay to try to do dornethi ng abourt

it. I uJas not veFy sLrre we colrld do something about it. but we

shoLrl d try anyhow.

H: And urho di d yor_r get the Si korst,:y f ram?

S: The Si tj6rsky--F,alr1 duFont orrrned the Si korsky, and he. .1t

the time, Has worl{ing at thE Sea*ord plant (o+ the duFont

Cornpany). They had a IittlF airstrip besid€: the plant and he

Lept the 5i t{orslry t:ver thpre_ Of courrge hE w;rs grounded.

because everybody was grounded. Sa I cal l ed F"rr-rl up one day

and I seid: "Paul. your got that Sil*or=ky over there at

)

)
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Seaford?" and he said: "Sure. " I said: ,, I w(]nder if yolr"d

li.ke to selI it." And he Eaid: "No, I wouldn"t lil<e to sell
it- " I said: "l^relI r I"d like to use it anyhow. trrE"d t{eep it
hera, and in cage of emergency and what not-,' and I said I'd
lil:e to corne over and losl{ at it anyhow*-seE if I can fly it.
5C] Holger and f went over to Seaford-

I't: Did you have Smitty urith you?

S: Yes, I think he was. Yes! he was with us- The three of us

r.Jent over. lrle looked it over and it looked reasonableo and -_t:

I sald: "Let"s sEe i+ the engine eJill Etart.', SCr we cranked

it up and got the engine goingo and it sounded pretty gtrod. and

smi tty sai d that i t sorjnded pretty gclod. trle checlred the ,nags

and taxied it around to =ee hor.r it felt. So we took it r_rp to
the end of the field and gavr= it Ure gun to get it started. and

it was ar.rfully Elt-tggi sh to get it started! but +ir::t thing we

kner,l we were in the air- (LalrghtEr. ) And sD I said: ,'He,re

t-tp here, so we mi ght as wel I l:eep goi ng. ,, ble { l ew arournd and

f l eur aror-rnd and I sai d: ,,Let' s talte i t cver to Rehoboth. ,, And

He j Ltst hept on goi ng - And Smi tty trame bBc l.: i n the car .

H: Find out if yocr tran land urhen your get ta Rehoboth.

)

)

S: YEs. I said I'd rather try and

f arnilisr. So yre did and we qot down

burt it caoe doHn with an awfLrl bang

land somepl ece where I"rn

wi thourt too rnuch troltbl E.

and didn't bouncF mLrch, So



|rhen we gEt

it had sver

of water in

drained it.

or-rt of the ai rpl ane

a dru.n, a full oil

the bi I ge. It had

It t+.rs mostly al I

Sharp

and started goi ng thror-rgh i t !

drurn, a fifty five gallon drum

rained in and nobody had ever

back in the tai 1.

H: A little aft C6.

5: Very definitely. but we got that out

rnuch better then.

and things cleared Ltp

H: It flew better withor-rt thal-- extra SO(} pounds back in the
tai I .

5: Yes. and we got i.t or-rt by purnching a hole in the fuselage
and letting it run ont. ThEn Smitty pl-rt a drain. plr_tg in it.
There tnrned ourt to be a perfectly good grain plLlg there
already, br-rt we didn't know where it urag. {Lalrghter. ) UlEll,

anyhor'r! r.le flew iuet in practice f(rr a v{hi l€ and Smitty said we

realLy ar-rght to do something abolrt that airplane and get it in
decent shape. In the rneantirne. Far-rL had sold it to me_ He

sai d er€' cr-lght tc: pLrt i t i n decent shape, so we di d. Srni tty and

his crew tootl it doHn! stFipped all the paint off, tooll aIl the
+abric off the rJings and rEclfvEred them. UJe did the urhole

thi ng on the base. They overhar-rl ed the engi ne f rorn top to
bottom. a real major C]veFhalrl on the engine! the, whole r,JorkE.

tJhen hp got finished with it! it was a pretty nice airplane.
It f I er.r L i tre a Macll trnch,, br-rt i t was in good shnpe.
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H: lrlell, I bel ieve at some point in the garne, and I guess this

is a good pla€e to g:et into it, you put that amphibian to good

use onet dayn didn't you?

5: Yes, . we had an e,nerg€rncy

into the water" and we went

bottom of our area, down o++

where one o+ the

out, It was down

Chi ncoteague.

ai rpl anes went

Bl,nost at the

H: TO

it was

of thet

keep that thing in perspective, how did you

going into the weter. Did you get a mayday

natlrre?

first hear

or somethi ng

)

S: Yes, {rorn the accornpanying airplane. We always flew in
pairE. The other Rirplane gave e pretty dramatic story of ihe

whole event .

H; Now, you werd at the baEe st the time.

5: We were at the base. Eddie EdHards was stending by thrre!

and I said: "Eddie, you and t are going out there and see |rhat

we can see. "

H: Okay nov,r, who was flying the airplane and what was the

airplane that went down, do yo recall?

S: Yes, it bras a +ellow named Town. Wait a minlrte. that'g not



ri ght. Shel f r-rs was one

pilot was a fellow nanred

+Iying the airptane and

engine fai I ure and went

as qui cli ag we coul d.

Sharp

of them. He was the observer, and the

Cross. That's riqht. Crosg was

Shelfus was the observer- They had an

in the hrater- We arrived on the scerie

)

H: Was this in the morning trr the evening? Do you recall?

S: ft was in the middle of the day. or afternoon--middle of

the afternoon. It wasn't a bad day. The wind was blowing

fairly h.rrd and there was a fairly good sea running, with r.rhite

caps and what not. I rnede a butchered iob trf the tanding. lale

hit on top of a wave and fell dewn intcr the trough jLrst beloh,

the crest of the nelt wave :nd bounced up again and finalty

sett I ecl down i n the r.rster orl the thi rd wave.

H: Okay -nora. when your first flew onto the scene what did y€Lr

obs€rve aE far as thE aircraft in thr water?

S: Wel 1" ure saw Eross in the water. be.caurge the other airplane
}las ci.rcling overhead. That was the firEt thing we sar.r. I,low,

I'r,r a little ha.ry on this. Later Smitty pLrt those float tantjs
in the airplane=. so that they trolrld f lost nose downn tai I in
the air! so they made a good rnark. As I recall itn the
airplsne t,ras gtrne at the tiJne ule gat ther6:. So it must have

been a+ter that that Smitty pLlt thc? f lc,at t-anks on. But the
trthel- ai rpl ane had Henry Crcss" had hi in --patted. He hsd a I i f e
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prEserver ont and he wag in the H6ter. They had him spotted

and they just kept circling around him-

H; Eut no si gn of Shel f us?

S: lrle never did see him. He. I thin]{. had gotten out of the

airplane, the other fellows said, bLrt he sank right away. He

was gonr. hle {ound no sign o+ hi.m. We landed as close to

Henry 6s wE collld. As I said, I made a very bad landing and

broke a wing float at the time of the landing, which was my

f altlt. We g6t Henry Crose, got a hold of him qt-rite simply.

Didn't take us long. We haLrled him into the plane and he had

broken bacl<. He pras in qctite a lot o+ pain- t{e got him into

the airplane. Eddie Edhrards gi:t hirn on the back seat Ef the

airplane. I was still tryinq to keep the airplane afloat,

because the broken +loat was pulting the wing down! and f Hag

trying to keeF the wi.ng up and keep moving into the Hind to

keep it r-rp.

H: Okay. Ysr-t had p6h,er. Yot-t di dn' t I oEe yclur power.

S: I'lo, no. Everything w6s fine there. lt was c'bvious that we

tJere very badly eqr-ripped to dc anything for Henry Cr-sss. We

should have had blankets. lrle shor_rld have had al I ltinds of
Frnergency things to talle care of the psor gLly. lrle didn't have

a thing. [rJe {.rerE alt in sLtrnrner uniform. tJe just jLrmpBd in the
airplane and w€Fe gone. If we.d nsed cctr heads at all it wor_rld

)
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ha'/e been a much better deal . Erut we got hi.m i n anyhour. Ne

tLrrned around sort of crosswind to get headed toward shore. I

cor-tld tall{ to the.base. I had a triangular antenna, from the

t.ai 1 oLrt each Ning, on that airplane. I cor-rld talk to the base

and I could tslt{ to the other airplane, and r.Je said we Here all
right- We've got a busted wing float, and ell that trind of
stlrf f . [rJe can't tal.;e off agai.n. It was obviELts with all that

water in that {loat we weren't going to get off-

H:

fn1

How far Eff Ehare hrere yoLr?

1ee" sornething 1i tie that?

Do yor-r r ec al I T Four or f ive

)

5: No, r.re, HEre a l ot rBtrrE than that. We were outsi de of
t'linter Ouarter Shoal by 4 or E,niles! .rnd I thintl it was at
Ieast 35 to 4O miles off shorer if I recall I may be

exaggerating, br-rt I don't thint:: so.

H; f have a plot on e;.lactly where it was.

interegted in yoLrr recolLection.

I was -1 lrst

5: [,'le urer-c. al.rtsj.de r:f that ,rnd abont the same J.atitr-tde, sc:

then F,,e started f or shore. They had a Cc:ast Gurard boat al ertecJ

to c c"rie cut to Lts. and h,e. uJEFe i n ei gt-rt of I and. i n si. ght of
Chincoteague Inlet when thEV gr:t Llp to Lrs. The questian wa=

rahether ure sholrl iJ I et thern t€r.l Lts on i n or whether we sholrl rJ

keep taxiing in. Eddie EdHards went cut on the opposi.te wing

f rorn the broken float te balance the air-planE, and hE had to)
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si, t or-tt there the rest sf the tri p, and I . was i n the ai rpl ane

) wj.th Henry CrosE, which was the urorst part of the trip. because

poor Henry Has in agony. I don't thin!: he was really

conscioLrs, I think he was completely (]l.rt of hig head. He was

rnoaning and nore, Anyway, he bJasn"t a happy man. lle got

ashore. The Coast Guard cane and found Lts and they took us j. r.r

tow. I had at flrst thor_rght it wor_rld be better if they didn't

tal,.:e us in tow. Let us go as far as we collld. but we were

. going so slowly! I thoL(ght ma.ybe to qet Harry in qr-ricker we,d

better let tlrem talle us in tow! althollgh I was afraid they

might plrll our bow choch out or do something and He'd be in

worge troubl e yet.

- H: FLll I yolt thrcrlgh the wa'res-
)

S: 5o anyhaw they did tal{e us in tow and he did a good job!
end he tool{ Lls inttr Chincote.agLte Inlet to the C6ast GLlard

Ststion there. and l.re got Henry olrt. and we bjer-e m€t bv an

arnbulance that took hirn to Salisbr_rry Hospital . Ttrey rlid sll
they cer-rld f.,r him and he Fecclvered. I urent to see hirn sncE? or
ti.ri ce i n the hospi tal - Br-rt af ter tre got oLrt af the hospi tal !

he wenl-- directly home. and I never saw hirn €qain a+terr,vards.

ha.:e I he.erd from him afterwards. f don.t l,;now where he is;

or efiything. He had a very nice wife. r,rho was doHn there with
hi m. and thr:y both j ust di sappeared. I,Jever heard + rcjfir ther

again. There was a Fepert that he r.tas worl:inq as a civi I ian at
I the I'laxwel t Ai r Force Base i n l"lontgorner-y. Al abama, that he Has,

__., L _
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workinq down there.as a civilian. So he ,nust have gotten

) better. 8ut I never could {ind anybody at Maxwel I Field who

knew him or had any Fecord of hitfi. I don't knobr what happened

to hirn-

)

S: Yes, we pulled it up on the beach at Chincoteague and got

all the water ourt o{ the float and straightened it around

en€ugh so that it wasnrt a drag too much on the airplane. I

took it o++ the beech just off the sand and {lew it up to

Rehoboth the following. day. lde didn"t get in to the

Chi.ncoteague Coast Er-rard Station till, i,t seemed to ne, quite

late at night. I don't knoF, what time it was.

H: Wel I , that certainl y t,'ras a real

totally interegtinE cafeer: So you

repaired it there on the beach, and

Rehob ot h ?

interesting phase t]f your

got the airplane back and

eventually got it back to

of tax i i ng. lrJe were el even hours

think that rnore than a half of that

H: Some o{

whi ch seeins

S: It wasn't eleven hoLrrs

getting in" but I wouldn't

was taxiing-

the written accolrnts say eleven hc:t.rrs of taxiing,

1i l.te an awf ul ly long time-

Eut it did take ybu a gooct total eleven hours to get in-

)

H:
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_ S: Oh, it took us a long time to get in,
)

I'l: HE didn't have as big r.raves as your did.

) s: No, r dan,t think so.

H: 0l:ay, you went on back to the base and started doing your

routine operations! if you want to call fiying over water like
you alt did, routine.

S: That's right. The airplane .nad€r another r€rscuEr. Tom

Sanschagrin was flying it. I forget who was with hin, end I
can't Ferne ber who he pulled out of the weter, but it bras right
in +ront of Rehoboth Eeach. It HAsn't off shore. It was riqht
there. Burt he did a good job, didn't tear the airplane urp.

H: That'B two crashes at Eea that you rnentioned scl far. Did
yoLl all have others at Rehobtrth?

S: Yes, I think we had three in total , wasn, t it? I think it
l'ras. We had, I think we logt +ive p€(]ple tatal , HeBn' t it? It
says sc' on our plaql-te down there,

H: That's a matter of record-

S: I hate to be so haly about things that were so important,

)
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H: I"rn not trying to col lect speci. f ic details that are written
) someplace" I'm rnore interested in how you felt and how you sah,

it and how yoLr perceivrd what went on at that time. The

readinb and writing sorneplace bre can read! the opportunity to
discr-rss it with you is not available very often- lrJelI, not

often, period. Lit"s go back a little bit to the rnore mundane,

day-to-day clperation=i of the base. How abolrt this chief

rnechanic or engineering o{ficer, whatever yoLt called hirn,

. Smitty? He got to be one of the real famous ones, if yolr will,

as far as engineering officers qo. with his inventions and

things of that nature.

S: lrlel I , he slrre--

5: Oh, yes, he's still around. I sew hin laEt week.

t4: trlhere does he I i ve?

5: He I i ves down j urst sor_rth of town, sornewhere.

H: Ne'ar Wi I mi ngton?

S: Yes, I've been to his hoLtse, and I can"t rernernber jLrst
brhere it is.

) f'l: Oh, he,'s still alive?

)
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H: lrlell, we can find him in the phone book.

S: Oh, yes. Sure.

H; . Wel I , ba.si cal I y, then--

S: His narne hras Everett S.nith-

H: lrlel l, basically, then, you kept ?O to 25 airplanes going

and covering your area with two to four airplanes at all tirnes.
Did yor-r rl.tn some north and some rol.rth! or did you rLrn thern al l
j r-rst in a circle?

- S: It was pretty much in a rectangle- l4e sent thern out, two
D- at a tirne- At 'some ptrint, I forget jLrst rdhen it wasr they

started the convoy business. and then it was a rnatter of
meeting the convoyn stayinB with it *or tl.ro holrrs, and being
rel ieved by the next group every twa hours. Those Fairchilds
had abolrt a f olrr hour Fenger bnt we di dn, t want to t.eE,F the
boys c:ut there f or over tr.Jo hours i f r,,re cor-ll d hel p i t. So they
relieved Each 6ther every two hours.

H: Nor^r your convoy dutyr yoLr jr-rst f lew paral lel to the convoy
and watched for submar i nEE?

s: Yesr yes- Eenerarry jLrst a sort of ovar pattern aror-rnd-

) 
They'd change it and mahe figure Eights, do al I kinds of thingE

-ro-
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. to rnix it up sd that if he were Fratching us, he wouldn't +igure

out oLrr pattern.

H: hleep from getting drunk. (LsLrght€r- ) During that time did
yoLr alt have eny submarine sightings?

5: trle had onr that was definite, trle had another one thet was

not de+inite. In fact. I know it wasn" t de+inite. The one

that was de+inite was out o{f of Five Fathorn Bank. There uras a

tanker troming around the buoy and a gubmarine had been stalking

it, apparently. He stuEk his nose up. He stuck his periscope

up to tai.:e a look, and t]ne of ot.rr fellows spotted him. He dove

right at the peristrtrpe. He wag not very far away. ind he dove

) :i:":i: :: ",:",::":":::"i:'"I,,;:::":"::".:::'::"::".:;..
. kind it was, and he deve and went down, and the rest of the

story is not very de{inite, because we could never conf irfn it.
Eut I did see a submarine under tou the next day.

H: E):cLrse me nohi. hlhen he dove at the slrbrnarine, uras ttrat
during the period t:f ti,me when you brere eqlripped raith bombs, cr
not ?

S: l.lo.

H: Okay, that kas prior to your being eqllipped.

)
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5: Yes. it was prior to that. He dove and there was a lot o+

thrashinq in the Hater after that. and clLlr f ellotJs believe that

he stlrclt his nose in the mud, and was trying to get loose. The

f o1 lowing rnorning there hra6 a snbrnarine under tow going r-rp the

De.l aware Bay. I did not see any markings on it at all of any

kind- I wor-rldn't ha.ze any idea if it was ours that was being

tB'red in for some reascln, or if it waE the one the airplane

cal-lqht. I rnean the one that stuck his no5e in the mud. We

Iike to think that r.tas Hhat happened. The Navy would never

conf irrn it, would never say anything aboLrt it. So we rFally

don't know what happened, br-rt it rn.ekes a good Etory to say that

we stuck one i n the rnr-rd.

H: tlobady is going to debate it.

S: The other on€ tl.lrned out to be a complete hoax - But I must

Eay it i,Jas the mt]st convincing ho.rx I e,ver ssw- One {]f the

f ellor.,s that reported" first h€ repor-ted seeing a subrnarine,

then he said no r,le didn't see th€ srrbrnarine. b|-tt l"Je saw oil

bt-tbbling lrp f rorn the bottom and it's rnclving. It isn't

somethi rrB cBnri. ng Llp f rofi a slrnlien tanker or slfrne other strurce.

It's moving- It's going ahead lille this. 5o I urent aut to

looL mysel. f . and that eJas after we got the bombe. I told hirn

before I got there. jLtst drop one of yaur bambs and just seE

urhat happens. So they disj. -fl.iey had tHcr f i f ty Found bornbs.

H: They had 1r:,rl Found bombs at the tirrre.
)



)

Shsrp

S: They had four of those between two airplanes and they all

hed great fun watching them blow Ltp in the water. So then I

carne elrt "nd fl** around and I had the Sil:orsl.y. I flew the

Si korsky bpcaLrse it was the only airplane on the basE that had

a depth charge on it. We had one depth charge. 5o I said I

better take that olrt and see urhat happens. So I went out and

sl.tre enollgh this submarine was just going along as nice as yolr

Flease, snd it r.ras moving right along! and thEn it wor-tld talle a

little tlrrn to the right and then it would take a little tr-rrn

this r.rey, the rnost convincing thinq you ever saw. 5o I dropped

my depth chsrge and the submarine just kept doing what it was

doing, and l.re ttept f ol lawing alonq and so f orth, so f inal ly I

said we bett-er d(r somEthing abcrlrt this, So we got two

airpilane,s watching it and I yrent ashore. We cal1ed r-rp the

headqr-rarters in FJew York snd tt]l d thern what was going on. Thery

got a g-17 fron Mitchell Field to c6me dtrHn and he drspped somp

sf-r-rf f on it. Now wait a rninute. the first {]ne uJas the Navy in
CEiFe I'lay. They came down with OS?U's. They drepped srtrfie on

i t. The sarne regul t. And then they got l,l i tchel I Fi eI d and the
Et-17's to cofte down. I think there were tpro cf theiii. end they
jt-tst blasted the whole ocean apart. S-qme thinq. (Laughter. )

50 then the,y got R l.lavy vessel ta ct.-rmel down there and they

apparently col-rldn't hear anything! and they were the people whc]

f i qured out l.vhat heppenEd. They cal I ed me Lrp and I went over

to Dape Hey and they said they thourght they'd sol ved the
myster'/. They tol d me uhat i t r,ras;. There had be_,en a tanl{eF



sunk thEre a

L eak, rr-tsted

and the ti de

tnanner - And

very exciting

H: WeIl, we dropped five

oil slick. How abol-rt any

nurnber of months beforer and it

throrlgh or sornethingt and there

was moving it down, you see, in

they figured out what it really

day, I'11 tel I yot-t.

pieces of ordnance

other bombings, do

Sharp

had developed a

was oi I corni ng up

a ,no€t convincing

was, but r+e had a

on that part i cul ar

yol-t recal l any?

Nothing rnore than just practicing.

H: How about your ctn shore, on landr while yoLr were on the

ground, aspects? Did yor_r have a pretty regirnented

- cFgani:ation? A lot of drill and that sort trf thing?
,

5: No, not really. I'rn not a v€Fy regimented fellow- f "rn not

a vEry rnilitary l{ind of a fellew. Frankly, r.JE were busy doing

what we hrere s|.rpposed to do, any time of{ that the boys got, I

wasn' t goi ng to r'rarch thern aronnd the f i el d f or no good plrrpose

that I kneh, o+, and s;o we didn't reaLly pay mlrch ;rttention to
that r-tntil He got several directives reminding r_rs that r,Je were

not doing oLrF dLrty! and then we.d go oLlt and I got a Victrola

with a lot.rd speaker and a marching recor.d, and we'd rnarch Llp

and dc]wn a time or two, br_rt real Iy our dri 11 !{as not murch- ble

had a +ellotJ whc} HAE] in charge o+ the glrard unit. and he waE an

e>:-Army manr and he lclved to drill people, and he loved to get

oltt there and call the cornmands, bl-rt noboly took it tErribly

-=4-



5h arp

5er i oLrEl y.

D
H: Yor-t were out there to fly airplanes and not to wear your

feet out.

S! That's right. We didn't pay much attention and we qot

cal l ed down f or i t several ti rnes- trJe al so got cal I ed down

abtrut being stoppy with the Lrni+orrns and that. kind .lf thing. I

slapped their wristE f rorn time to tirne but we weFen't very. . .

I tried to set somewhat of an e'.ample, but I wasn't very good

at it-

H: Two fingered wrist slapping. Louiga is looking at her ppt

\ sLrb ietrt. Usually at this juncture I ask if you recal I whether
D- or not your guards wtrre any special insignia or anything of

that nature. That's an illLrstration of a CAF glrard patch.

H: It had two red rifles on a blue patch with white CAFG. We

know the patch er:ists. It was i llustrated in National

Geographj.c as CAF Guard at bage. [,Je can't f i.nd any directive

that prescribed it. We can't .f ind anybtrdy r4ho has seen it

HOrn.

5: I never saw it.

H: Didn't wear it at Rehoboth either. I've asked that

) O"eetion at several bages and they didn't l::n ouJ it either. Now,



D

Sharp

Hhile we're on insignia, a lot of the bases had a special

insignia that they put on the,ir airplaned and thlngs. I've

Feen Eonle versions of the one for Delaware with a goose

dropping a iorU and several different things.

I'l: El ue Hen' s Chi cken.

H: Did you all actually have an o{ficial base insignia?

5: Oh yesr we did and we had decals of that and they were on

every airplane, and I don't know i+ there are any decals, that

weren't used. I don't, I have never seen one. EE Kimball did

a nEedlepoint pillow, whi.ch she gave rne at the tirnen of that

insignia. and it's a beautif r-rl thing and I still have that.I

l'l: Ne have to get a pi cture of that.

H: If yor-r [inEt,, Eornebody who csuld make a c(]lor picture of that

we'd certainly appreciate it.

S: BLrt there ,nt-rst be some pi ctures of i t.

H: There are sc]ne Fictures o+ it! bLrt Lrnfortl-rnately there ere

several vrFsions of it in this little booktet, and I niwer was

really sure which one was the correct veFsion of it.

\ M: The one in the National Geographic is the correct version.
,



Sharp

H: The second c,ne was a little naughty.

S: And thai one was done by Zack Mosley. He did that cartoon.

H: Rernernber your aircraft marking?

5: Yes, f rern€rnber that. Gireat deal of controversy aboLrt

that. The original insignia had the red propeiler, and I don't

know what the point was in taking the propeller out. I think

they wanted to differentiate us from the rEst of the CAF

eirplanes for some reason. Fut I don"t !<now why we sh6Ltld havE

been.

H: Well, there was a parallel story. At the game tirne the Air
Force t(]ok the rEd center out of their star.

S: Oh, I see.

H: nnO it had sornething to do with con+Lrsit:n bethreen Japanese

airtrraft rnarking and US aircrRft lnarking_ Nol+ I've just

assumed that that was the sarne thing t:n CAF.

S: Well, that;s as good e reason as any.

|,1: l,re just f ound the directive of July of ,4I. It said that

) 
al I planes on Coastal Fatrol HiII have the red propeller
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FErnov€ld + r(]rn

i nsi gni a or

pl ane I eaves

br-rt Coastal

the insignia, and it ylill be returned to

the insignia completely obl iteratEd before

sErvi.ce with Ccastal Fatrol . 50 no other

Patrol had that insi gni a,

5h arp

the

the

p I aneg

H: Regressing baclt to your 6riginal

S: We did pay attention to that. (Lar-rghter-)

H: After being fussed at. Regressing just a tittle bit back

to the Cross intrident- Your, of coursp, r.JEre!. yBLt and Edwards!

gtrt to be caref ul , I get him conf Llsed with rny governor. yor_r

weFe awarded the Distinglrished Flying Cross by president

Roosevel t.

5: Nor the Air l,ledal

H: The Air l'ledal - I'm sorry! not DFC_ The Air H;:dal by

President RGEsFVelt. How did that carne about? Hor,, dicl you

+irst iind or-rt they had gelected you for the awardT

5: I don't rFally recall. I rernember there were some r:Llmors

that that HAs going t-C] happen. Eventutal ly, we were called to
trrashingtBn. I uJent over in the Sikorsl.;y. I flew it o,,/er. ,net

our wives .in Nashinqton and went over- to the White Hor_rse. tJe

waited in the waiting roclm for quite Eome time tc: get into the
auglrst Fresence of the presj.clent. We apparentLy carlght him e

)
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little by surprise,
time. (Laughter. )

anecdote.

s: 8ut he

in and he

t wonder if

the servi ce.

becausts he was picking his teeth .at the

H:

recovElrEld frorn that very grace+ully. He invited uB

was very gracious, congratulated us and pinned on the
medals. f"n not really' quite clear about this either. He

indicated at the tine! he eaid this is the first tirne that this
medal has been.awarded. Now I think he might have neant this
is the +irst tirne I have awarded this medal.

. I't:

'of
he couid have rneant €warded to anyone outside

S: And we were still at Rehoboth. Eddie Edwirds left about

tt+o or three .nonths befoFe we quit, because he said he had a

chance to get in the Nevy aE a {lying officer. And I Eaid:

"Take itn boy, and go." And he did. Then he was still in
training someplace, when this thing happened, so he wes called
d6wn at the sarne time.

)

H: New back to the com.nent

referring to the fect that

l,l: It says right here

.nedal hes been awarded

Roosevel t .Dede. He r"ras probabl y

you two were the first civilians.

it was .the first time this rni litary
to a civilian.
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S: I thinlt that"s right, The president,

conf lrsed. He said this is the-first time

awarded. 5o we took it that we had number

not ri ght.

Sharp

I th i nt; he was

this medal has been

l. f 'm sure that's

H: trlel I n i n the case of the presi dent ! I dor_rbt very seri ousl y

that he would award Air Fledals to the military people, becanse

it's not one t:f the higher mititary decoretions. For a

civiliano cf cocrree, it was abolrt the highest there was.

ft cor-rld have been the first tirne hr personally awarded it_H:

5: f 'rn sLtre that's nhat he meant.

that we were the first people to get

Fut we thoLtght at the time

it.

)

H: AsidF f rorn that, I'm surre you had a certain degreF of Fride
and accomp I i shrnEnt i not only in rptreiving of the m€dal , bLrt the
fact that ycr-r saved the boy's life, which is the net |-esr-llt.

S: t4e11. I thinlr both Eddie and I felt that we were terribly
upset that tJe didn't find ShFlflrs. We felt that sre had really
let the side down there. I always felt a little ernbaFrRssed

that I bustEd up the airplene in the process- (Laughter. ) tal€,

were very pleased. l.lh o wouldn't be? To be recogni:ed, We

thought it !ua= an ar.rf Lrl fuss over very little. frankly, nhen

you thought of Hhat el se HaE goi ng on i n the r.ror I d st the t r rrre _
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The only other anecdote I have about the trip to tJashington

was, after all the turnult and shouting had died. Edclie and I

went over to Washington National. where ne had landedr becatlse

we were civilians and collldn't go into the Arrny field. Ne

I anded at lrlashi ngton Nati onal ;rnd parl<ed the ai rp] ane and e,rent

i n to the l{hi te House. lrlhen w€r cam€} back we were i n a I ong

conga line of airpl.anes going out to take tr++, and in front of

us were several of hrhat we thought were perfectly tremendous

airplanes at that time, C-54's. One of thern was cleared to

Gander and one of th€m was cleared to sorneplace clolen in the

Flest Indies, and anotheF eras cleered for a non-stop flight ttr

England. The cne in front o+ usr I don't re,nernber where he was

going .rnyhor,,,, bLlt we gat there qr-rite a $rhi le eJhi le these

clearances were given and eve,rybody gat cut o{ there. The

f ellor"r in frsnt of LrF l.Jas tiind trf parked, .so he colrld see us

bacl; there. He called the tcwer and asked Hhat the hecl: is

that back there? The .nan i n the totJer sai d: " I , m not sLlFe-

I'll ask. " 5o he called u:i and we said it was a Sit:c,rs[;y S-i]?.

The fetlow in the aj.rplane Eaid: "Ti:ll that f el lor.r to take ef{

ahead o.f me. I r.rant to see if it really Hj. lt +1y."
(Lautghter. ) That was the silLiest loot:ing airplane yor-t ever
gaw -

H: Wel l . yar-r di d Lretter wi th ytrLlr 5i korstly than the peopl e i n

Te>ras did with theirs HhEn they tried ts Effect their yrater

rescl.rE. They lost it completely- In {act, they alrnost lost
the two that were drJkJn pl Lrs thernsel veg. Fr_rt that al I turned
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oLtt to be a satisfactory story in that everybody qot

Nel ). , the second tl.Jo did anyway. trJel I. you hnow thig
a dif f icr-rlt qutestion tB ask. I str.lmble sometirnes for
becalrse I don't want to lead people. How do you feel

FFFECrnal I y abor-rt the contri bLrti on made by CAF troastal
dLlri ng that peri od?

Sh arp

picked Lrp.

is al ways

words r

Patrol

)

S: blel 1o I thinl: that we felt that h,e hrd +illed a gap_

lrlhether the gap was really worth filling, I really don,t t.:noH.

The sinkinqs riqht off the mauth of the Delaware Fay did stop.

t4e didn't have any rnore atter that- Sinlrings didn't stopn blrt

the oneg right there did. So anyhow sornebody mnst have spread

the l.rord that the ncrlth o+ the Fay was bei ng guarded at I east -

HoFJ rnuch trredit our flying shonld heve for that, I have no

idea- Er-rt i{ it saved one tankerr it wes uorth. wh j. le. I think
al l ef Lrs at the end were thint.ing l.Je had served oLlF pLlrpose.

I{ the milit.rry Nere pFeparpd to tatiE over thE jr]b! or if the
job hdd to be continued, Ne'd be glad to get out of it and g€:t

on to something else. There certainly was no glarnour in 1t.
Ttrerer cr=rtainly was no real fun. Olrr esprit de corps was

great. and jLlst being there !.rith thcse fellows was great. I

think that shows so !.rel I in the loyalty those fpllows have, had

for BLlr reuni ons.

l'l: How rnany do yolr qet et your rellni ons?

Oh! we gpt a very high percentage of the people that are
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still livins.

srnal I reuni on

t h ere.

An awf rrl I ot

this year. L

of people are gon€}.

think there were 35

Sharp

We had a very

or 40 peopl e

H: Good grolrp. l{hen you closed down Rehoboth in August of

'4f,. what did most o+ your people do?

S: t,lel l. before the base closed down, they got us all to join

the Army. Everybody on the base had an opportllnity to go and

enlist. We were enlisted as privates in the Army. Then our

duty aEBi gnmen t wag to go bacl* and do r,Jhat we were doi ng. So

we were in the Army at the time we quit. So everybody that was

there certainly scrambled arolrnd to see what they could do" haw

they corrld bettpr their jab. inste.rd of being a bLlcl{ private in
the rear ranl:. trle al l scrarnbled around. AlmoEt al I of the

FilrJts qat flying assignments one place or anothero ej.ther as

instructofs or ATC pilBts. I went in Air Transport Cr:m,nand_

H: Did some of them qcl into Tow Target operations or anythinq
af thai natnreT

S: I don't thinlt so. I thinh they either went into the. Army

cr didn't do anything. There Heire a lot of perrple urhc weren't
eligible to do anything.

H:

on
)

There were a lot ef them

ac t i ',.e duty- In closing.

past thP point where they couJ.d go

let rne jLrst thro!,,, it open. fs
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there anything that has occrtrred to you that yol-r want to throw

in as a Pcstscr i pt?

5: ilo, I dcn't think so. Extrept that in retrospect, sure! yol-t

always had people that you trished would do something else, or

act differently! in any organiration you, ve got to have those

things happen! but by and large. ure haj the greatest gror-rp you

ever sar'r. As I saidr thrir esprit de corpe was always darn

good. Of coltrse. we had peri.ods when we wEr€r down if yle'd lost

somebody or that kind of thing. Fut they always bounced baclr

and they always did their jBbs and there was a minirnLrm of

bitching and coinplaining and so forth. Br-rt it wolrldn.t have

been healthy. if you hadn't had that.

H: I'lo. YoLl have to have some o+ that.

S: Since then. the feeling of cariaradeFie and so forth at

thege re'ltniclnE is just marvelot.rs. Everybody has a great deal

af nostalgia aboLrt it and thEy corne bacli and br-ing their kids.

and e',ren their grandchi ldren now.

N: I j r-rst want tt: poi nt or-rt one thi ng. lrJhen Les asked yor.l

wh€:th€:r yor-r felt it was worthnhils. I"m sure you have resd. br-rt

perhaps you have forgotten. that in Flying Ni.nLlte l'len there ig
a qnote of a German subrnarine admiral who. in the r+ar trials.
bras as[,:ed why the submar.i nes stopFed p I yi ng the eagt coast o+

the United States- His answer wag: ', It uras thgse darnn little
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red and ye-.llow planes. " (Lar_rghter. ) So yor_r did do the job.

5: bJeIl. I thin[ the fact that the sinkings right at the troast

did stop shoraed that scinething happe.ned.

H: Again, HLrgh. thant{ yoLr +or your tirne .-rnd effort_

\




